M. Stolypine and the Cadets
the agrarian question that called for prompt measures,
as it had by that time reached a most acute stage.
In order to provide for this necessity M. Stolypine
decided to resort to Article 78 of the constitutional
law, which gave the Government, during a suspension
of the Douma's labours and in the case of exceptional
circumstances requiring legislative measures, the right
to take such measures by means of decrees, on condition
of submitting them to the Douma within two months
after the resumption of work by that assembly.
M. Stolypine has often been blamed for the large
use that he made of Article 78, copied from the famous
Article 14 of the Austrian Constitution, and I myself
grew in time to disapprove of his exaggerated interpre-
tation of that article for the purpose of using it as a
weapon against the Douma and especially against the
Council of the Empire. In fact, this was one of the
causes of our eventual disagreements and our final rupture j
but at the critical period of which I am now writing
the immediate adjustment of the agrarian question was
really a matter that could rightly be construed as be-
longing to the " exceptional circumstances" provided
for in Article 78, for that question not only was the
cause of all tie disturbances in the country districts,
but had become, so to speak, an object for the bids of
rival revolutionary parties, who made use of it for the
purpose of drawing into their ranks the rural population
with promises of solution, more or less radical and
Utopian.
In asking me to retain the portfolio of Foreign Affairs
in his Cabinet M. Stolypine knew that he could count
upon my hearty co-operation in carrying out his pro-
gramme of reforms and in preparing the ground for
future harmony between the Bouma and the Govern-